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"ratify" the declaration of war, and on the fol-
lowing day a courier started for Washington with
a letter from Jackson tendering the services of
twenty-five hundred Tennesseeans and assuring
the President, with better patriotism than syn-
tax, that wherever it might please him to find
a place of duty for these men he could depend
upon them to stay "till.they or the last armed
foe expires."

After some delay the offer was accepted. Al-
ready the fiery major general was dreaming of a
conquest of Florida. "You burn with anxiety/5
ran a proclamation issued to his division in mid-
summer, "to learn on what theater your arms will
find employment. Then turn your eyes to the
South! Behold in the province of West Florida a
territory whose rivers and harbors are indispen-
sable to the prosperity of the western, and still
more so, to the eastern division of our state. . . .
It is here that an employment adapted to your
situation awaits your courage and your zeal, and
while extending in this quarter the boundaries of
the Republic to the Gulf of Mexico, you will ex-
perience a peculiar satisfaction in having conferred
a signal benefit on that section of the Union to
which you yourselves immediately belong."